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Swaziland Life Expectancy Rate at 32 Years

  … HIV Infection Rate at 42.6%!

IPPF Still Wants to Lower Population!

Legal Abortion Snuck into Swaziland 
Constitution

Pro-Life Message Welcomed by Swazis

The Culture of Death’s Verbal Engineering

Continued Work with Seminarians for Life

HLI Speaks to Thousands of Students in Nigeria

Government Officials Hear Pro-Life Message

Dear HLI Friends and Supporters,

This edition of Special Report takes you on two missionary trips to Africa 
where, while the people are extremely pro-life, outside anti-life organizations 
are trying to impose abortion and other anti-life practices on them.  Fr. Bell-
rose will share his experience with the people of life in Nigeria.  But first, I 
will report on my trip to Swaziland.

MISSIoNARY TRIP To SWAzILAND—Reported by Fr. Thomas Eute-
neuer, February 21-26, 2009. 

The first and most important thing to know about the Kingdom of Swaziland, 
as it is officially called, is that it conforms so little to any measure of Western 
ways or customs. One has to accept that reality in order to be able to minister 
to a culture that is so radically different in mentality and practices. With this 
as background, I joined Mr. Emil Hagamu, HLI’s Regional Coordinator for 
English-speaking Africa, on a week-long trip to Swaziland at the end of Feb-
ruary. It was Mr. Hagamu’s second trip to the country of one million souls.

This small, round patch of a country is immersed inside the larger 
country of South Africa and achieved its independence in 1968 when the Brit-
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ish insisted on the sovereignty of this ethnic group as a single country. The 
Swazis are united by a single culture and one language (called SiSwati), 
with a small portion of their people representing tiny ethnic minorities. 
Basically, however, they are one people united under one ruler, an absolute 
monarch, which may seem strange in the modern day, but it is a system of 
governance that has satisfied them since time immemorial. They seem in 
no real rush to change it, although there are movements to increase demo-
cratic participation in the political process. Democracy doesn’t get very far 
though when the monarchy owns all mechanisms of government, 60% of 
the land and much of the industry in the country. 

THE CAuSE oF LIFE IN SWAzILAND

one does not need to convince the Swazis that abortion is an abomina-
ble crime. They already have laws against it, and as far as I can see, they 
try to enforce their laws. Like all cultures 
that have not been subjected to 40 or more 
years of feminist propaganda, the idea of 

killing a baby is just abhorrent to them. They know nothing of “freedom of 
choice,” “women’s right to choose,” “sexual and reproductive health” and 
“gender justice,” to name a few of the slogans that corrupt westerners throw 
around with their dollars. I asked a group of young people gathered for a 
seminar on Peace and Justice if the SiSwati language had any equivalent to 
these words. Nothing at all. 

That question drove home my point to the young people that when 
they see these terms in documents and conferences, they must immedi-

ately recognize them as part of a Western abortion 
agenda which is being forced upon them by the white 
supremacists who work out of offices in New York, 
London, Washington and Brussels. How they took 
that message with gratitude! Indeed, the very week I 
was in their country they had a visit from a high offi-
cial of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
who was sent down to make sure they were faithfully 
implementing their agreed-upon quotas for population 
reduction. 

THE HIV-AIDS EPIDEMIC AND THE ANTI-
LIFE oPPoRTuNISTS

The very sad part of the southern African social situa-
tion is the literal epidemic of HIV-AIDS that will not 
be driven out. The irony of the population-reducing 
UNFPA official’s visit is that if there is any country 
that should NoT be lowering its birth and fertil-
ity rates, it is Swaziland, which has the highest rate 
of HIV infection in the world. Yes, the epidemic has 
supposedly affected a whopping 42.6% of the Swazi 

King Mswati III of Swaziland.

More than two-thirds of humanity now live in 
countries that have all but abandoned their legal 

protection of the unborn.  
Our own high court, in 
absolving the medical pro-
fession of its traditional ob-
servance of the Hippocratic 
Oath, has left it without an 
ethic.  

—And Now ... Euthanasia, 
pages 6-7.Fr. Paul Marx
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population (Ministry of Health numbers), which 
has occasioned a precipitous fall in the life expec-
tancy rate of the average Swazi—a shocking 32 
years of age. There is no logic to pumping birth 
control into a country whose fertile population 
and life expectancy is so dramatically decreasing 
that they are likely to fall into an absolute popula-
tion implosion in the next decade if something is 
not done about it soon. 

The Family Life Association of Swaziland 
(or FLAS) is the main purveyor of the anti-life 
messaging in the country. This organization 
is, not surprisingly, the local Planned Parent-
hood (IPPF) affiliate, and they slavishly follow 
the IPPF dogma like the perfect little ideological 
robots that they are. They are the ones that are the 
leading force for the indoctrination of the youth with condom propaganda further putting them at risk for 
transmission of the disease through promiscuous lifestyles. I constantly called them the Family Limitation 
Association of Swaziland, for that is the more appropriate term! This got a lot of laughs out of my audi-
ences while I was there because it brought home a truth that all recognized. 

THE CoNSTITuTIoNAL quESTIoN

The Swazis that I spoke to all week seemed to be utterly unaware that the anti-life lobby had surrepti-
tiously snuck into their new Constitution (2006) the most radical abortion permissions of any African 
country other than their neighbor, South Africa. When I mentioned that their Constitution permitted 
abortion for virtually any and every reason, no one believed me until I showed them the document. As 
plain as day, the legal language permitting abortion was shocking in its breadth and reasoning. They all 
thought that abortion was against the law. Yet, once the legal framework for abortion-on-demand was 
inserted into the Constitution, the change will come with a simple lawsuit by FLAS or any “aggrieved” 
party making a legal challenge because the judges will have to declare those laws unconstitutional. Sound 

Condom billboards are everywhere in Swaziland.  This one touts 
the message, “Pride yourself by being protected.”
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familiar? Yes, it’s simply Roe v. Wade, African-style. 

Section 15 of the Constitution is called “Protection of 
right to life” but does anything but protect life! Here is the 
language from point 5 of that section, so that you can judge 
for yourself how extreme it is:

(5) Abortion is unlawful but may be allowed –
a. On medical or therapeutic grounds including where a 

doctor certifies that:
i. Continued pregnancy will endanger the life or con-

stitute a serious threat to the physical health of the 
woman;

ii. Continued pregnancy will constitute a serious threat 
to the mental health of the woman;

iii. There is serious risk that the child will suffer from 
physical or mental defect of such a nature that the 
child will be irreparably seriously handicapped;

b. Where the pregnancy resulted from rape, incest or 
unlawful sexual intercourse with a mentally retarded 
female; or 

c. On such grounds as Parliament may prescribe. 

Note that any abortion requires only the certification of one doctor without even so much as a gestational 
limit placed on it. The loophole to drive a truck through is, of course, the provision that abortions can be 
performed for “threat to the mental health of the woman,” which means absolutely any reason whatsoever. 
Basically, then, the new Swaziland Constitution gives this truly life-loving country one of the most ex-
treme legal frameworks for abortion of any country in the world—and no one seems to know about 
it!

TILLINg THE SoIL AND PLANTINg PRo-LIFE SEEDS 

Mr. Hagamu and I were hosted by the Salesian Fathers in the main city of Manzini where Fr. Larry McDonnell 
went above and beyond the call of duty to make every resource 
available to us for travel, meals and lodging. My favorite part 
of the week was a talk to about 100 of the senior boys of the 
Salesian High School, who listened very attentively and re-
spectfully to my messages about abortion, male responsibility 
in relationships and the condom. Their questions were excel-
lent, and they all laughed when I told them that the condom 
just destroys the marital act because it pits man against 
woman in a cat and mouse game where they each feel they 
have to “protect” themselves from the other. They all had to 
admit that this was the mixed message they were getting from 
their condomized culture. Of course you could see the despi-
cable condom billboard everywhere, too. 

We met with the local bishop, the Right Rev. Louis 

Fr. Thomas Euteneuer with the Rt. Rev. Bishop Louis 
Ncamiso Ndlovu of Manzini, Swaziland.

Fr. Euteneuer speaking to the senior boys of the 
Salesian High School.
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Ncamiso Ndlovu, and then with Mrs. Kangazile Dlamini of the 
Council of Swaziland Churches for discussions on these very items. 
Several other meetings with pro-life youth and potential leaders 
capped off our week, and on the Sunday I was there, I addressed 
two Masses that had more than 1,000 people in attendance—despite 
the terrible fertility rate, you should have seen all the kids from the 
Catholic families! (Catholics make up only about 6% of the Swazi 
population.)

LookINg To THE FuTuRE 

While Swaziland still retains a fairly high total fertility rate (3.3 
children per family) the future of the country absolutely hangs in the 
balance due to the HIV situation and the clear and present danger 
of the new Constitution. If they are not vigilant and forceful in their 
defense of life, they will become just another notch on IPPF’s gun 
handle of those who have capitulated to the logic of the culture of 
death. 

Mr. Hagamu and I went to Swaziland to plant the seeds of the pro-life movement there. We left with 
the assured hope that they have a core group of good people that will work for this end and help to keep 
their already pro-life culture free from the infection of the culture of death. Please pray that this beautiful 
but suffering people will keep their deep pro-life culture strong. 

MISSIoNARY TRIP To NIgERIA—Reported by Fr. Bill Bellrose, January, 2009.

The culture of life is alive and well in Africa, at least for now.  My recent trip to Nigeria confirmed this 
fact.  It also showed me how great is the need for continued outreach to this continent in order to keep it 
that way.  

One great challenge that sooner or later faces all pro-lifers is how to deal with the culture of 
death’s verbal engineering.  Verbal engineering refers to the choosing of words that evoke certain actions 
or cultural shifts.  For example, the culture of death refers to its proponents as “pro-choice” and to pro-life 
activists as “anti-choice” or “anti-abortion.”  The way certain issues or arguments are worded is extremely 
important in affecting the culture. This became the topic of a meeting I had with the Archdiocesan Laity 
Council at Regina Mundi Parish, which was attended by both priests and lay people. I also spoke about 
attacks against the dignity of the person in the promotion of contraception, 
abortion, and perverse “sex education.” 

After the talk, I met privately with some of the attendees to further 
discuss these issues. At first, this consisted of only a few people, but oth-
ers in the audience were also very interested in what was discussed, so the 
“private” meeting ended up being much less private than expected!  It was 
extremely beneficial to listen to some of the challenges that the pro-life 
movement is facing in Nigeria. One of which is the need to improve com-
munication between parish and regional pro-life groups.  Another is the 
need to better understand the tactics used by the culture of death.  Address-
ing the latter, we spoke at length about the strategies used by the pro-
death movement to advance its mission.
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Fr. Larry McDonnell and Mrs. Kanghazile 
Dlamini and the Council of Churches 
Meeting.



6

PRo-LIFE SEMINARIANS

Since the battle against the culture of death is essentially a spiritual battle, it will require pro-life leader-
ship on the part of the Church for ultimate victory.  Therefore, I always welcome the opportunity to 
work with seminarians, as I did at Blessed Tansi Major Seminary in Onitsha, Nigeria.

On the morning after my first talk, I met a former seminarian, now a priest, who had returned for his 
first anniversary of ordained priesthood.  His name was Fr. Lawrence Soja Anyembugu, and I was fortu-

nate to share breakfast with him and his parents, as well 
as the seminarians.  During breakfast, the seminarians 
were discussing issues from my talk on the previous 
night.  Then, Fr. Anyembugu stood up and spoke on how 
the promotion of condoms is destroying Nigeria.  It was 
wonderful to see these seminarians interested in and con-
cerned about the culture of life, and it bodes well for the 
future of the Church in Africa.

I also met with the Seminarians for Life group 
there.  Many of these seminarians are very active in the 
parish.  They go out every Sunday to give talks, distrib-
ute information, or perform other types of pro-life activ-
ism.  One of the priests at Pius X Seminary told me how 
he became pro-life when he was studying there.  He had 
picked up a Seminarians for Life newsletter, and since 

he was to be silent all day during this time of intense prayer, he was forced to seriously contemplate the 
points made in the newsletter, and it converted him to the pro-life ideology.  The seminarians here were 
very interested in the topics I discussed, and one asked how he could be a pro-life activist during his time 
of prayer in the seminary.  That’s when I pointed out that prayer is where it all starts. 

INTRuSIoN oF THE CuLTuRE oF DEATH

The future of the Church is its children, so it was wonderful to be able to speak to high school students in 
Nigeria on the importance of chastity, the dignity of the human person, and the culture of life. I spoke first 
to an audience of 2,200 at an all-boys school.  Then, the next morning, I spoke to 3,800 girls at their high 
school.  The children there are so full of life, so it was a great morale boost to see them!

I spoke to other high schools, seminaries, and wom-
en’s groups during this time, and even had the opportunity 
to say Mass at a small rural parish. Each of these visits al-
lowed me to see the passion behind Nigeria’s culture of life, 
but also reminded me of the encroachment of the culture of 
death.  I noticed that some of the language advertised in the 
cities was beginning to change into the kind of language one 
hears from the culture of death. Nigerians were constantly 
telling me they have always been against abortion and that 
they would never allow its legalization, but I warned them 
about the culture of death and that its promoters were at-
tempting to subtly introduce it into their beloved country.

Catholic politicians in Nigeria have been feeling the Fr. Bellrose addressing Christ the King boys’ school.

Leaders of Seminarians for Life.
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pressure from the culture of death for a long time.  One 
local politician said that each time there is a conference 
regarding abortion, about 80% of the attendees begin to be 
swayed into thinking abortion is a good thing.  Listening 
only to the pro-abortion arguments, you would think there 
is no option but abortion.  But, I questioned this notion with 
the politicians over and over again, explaining to them that 
life is always an option.

DANgERS oF THE MAPuTo PRoToCoL

Verbal engineering came up again and again during my 
meetings with several government officials in Nigeria, 
including the Speaker of the House, with whom I discussed 

how this tactic was being introduced into his country. He was very interested in the information.  I also 
spoke with the Chief Inspector, thanking him for his strong pro-life position and encouraging him to 
beware of outside forces trying to change Nigeria’s culture. I said Mass for many of the Catholic politi-
cians and enjoyed a cup of coffee with them.  Many of them had questions about how to ensure that 
pro-abortion advocates will not sneak language into laws that could later introduce abortion into the 
country. To assist them, I gave them a copy of The Maputo 
Protocol: Clear and Present Danger, a booklet produced by 
HLI that explains the dangerous and deceptive anti-life lan-
guage contained in the Maputo Protocol.  Supporters of the 
Maputo Protocol claim it is a piece of legislation designed to 
combat female genital mutilation (FGM), but FGM is men-
tioned in only one sentence of the document out of its 23 
pages.  A large part of the document outlines provisions 
legalizing abortion and undermining the traditional fam-
ily values that are a huge part of African culture.

During a meeting with the Papal Nuncio, who is very 
solid on pro-life issues, I explained the many positive things 

that Human Life International 
is doing in Africa. He was very 
pleased to hear these things, and 
he was amazed at the pressure anti-life groups were placing on the African 
people to change their ways from a culture that loves the beauty of life to one 
that accepts the culture of death through abortion and contraception.  It is very 
selfish of these foreign groups to come into a country and attempt to kill its 
children. 

On Sunday, I offered Mass at the Basilica in Onitsha for about 3,000 
people.  Then, at a Church where Pope John Paul II had offered Mass, I as-
sisted at another Mass and gave a talk there to about 7,000 people. It was such 
a blessing to see these Masses so full. The fact that many of these people were 
so excited about the faith was very interesting and wonderful.  It just proves 
that when the culture of life is alive, the Faith is also alive. On the last day, I 
flew back to Lagos and offered Mass for a group of sisters in the morning.  As I 

A meeting with Catholic leagislators and  
goverment leaders.

Queen of the Rosary school in Onitsha.

THE MAPUTO  
PROTOCOL

. .

.

Clear and Present Danger

Human Life International

“The Maputo Protocol: Clear 
and Present Danger,” explains 
the dangerous and deceptive 
anti-life language contained in 
the Maputo Protocol.
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An audio recording of the talk 
“Why NFP: Not Sterilization, 
Contraception, Abortifacients” by 
Dr. Thomas W. Hilgers is our gift 
to you this month in appreciation 
for your financial support of $49 or 
more!

prepared to head home, a group of them started asking about my pro-life talks and wanted to receive more 
information. I ended up speaking with them about life issues, and they told me they would like to host a 
conference there at some point, because they see the need for more of them in Nigeria. Overall, my trip to 
Nigeria was very busy, and very fruitful.  I was able to see so many lives touched by the beautiful message 
of the Gospel of Life. 

Thank you very much for your continued support of prayers and monetary contributions to Human 
Life International.  Without your help through the grace of God, we would not be able to continue our part 
in advancing the culture of life around the world, and so many people would be left defenseless against the 
culture of death.  

God bless you always!

 
          Rev. Thomas J. Euteneuer 
          President

P.S.— This month, in thanksgiving for your contribution to HLI of $49 or more, I would like to send you 
a copy of a talk by Dr. Thomas W. Hilgers, entitled Why NFP: Not Sterilization, Contraception, Abor-
tifacients, given at an HLI Conference in 1998.

In this talk, Dr. Hilgers discusses how the contraceptive culture, which began when birth control was 
made widely available, has produced a division between husband and wife.  This division has not only 
affected that relationship, but has also degraded other parts of society, especially parents’ relationships 
with their children.  Dr. Hilgers argues that more of the pro-life 
movement should discuss contraception’s influence on life and soci-
ety.

He explains what he views as the concise message of Humanae Vitae, 
which is “love and life must never be separated.”  And he discusses 
why contraception is against Church teaching and why Natural Fam-
ily Planning is not—and explains the differences between them.  Dr. 
Hilgers also explains the basics of the Creighton Model of NFP and 
how it works.  

Dr. Thomas W. Hilgers is the director and founder of the Pope Paul 
VI Institute, a Catholic institution dedicated to research, education 
and service for morally acceptable reproductive health.  He is the co-
developer of the Creighton Model of NFP and NaPro Technology.  He 
was named by Pope John Paul II to the Pontifical Academy for Life 
and the Pontifical Council for the Family.  

Please send your contribution of $49 or more this month, and let 
me send you this enlightening CD talk!


